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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An unsolicited e-mail Internet protocol source 
address verification and tracking method comprising: 

sending from a source device a request for authorization to send an electronic 
mail message, the request identifying an address of the source of the request; 

receiving at an e-mail authorization system from the source device the request for 
authorization to send the electronic mail message; 

authorizing the request with the c-mail authorization system including generating 
an authorization indicator that includes the address of the source device sending said request for 
authorization; 

sending a response to the request for authorization from the e-mail authorization 
system to the address of the source device, wherein the response to said request for authorization 
includes the authorization indicato r with the included address of the source device sending said 
request for authorization ; 

receiving at the source device from the e-mail authorization system the 
authorization indication; 

adding by the source device the received authorization indicator to an electronic 

mail message; 

sending the electronic mail message with the added authorization indicator and an 
indication of the address of the source device sending the electronic mail message from the 
source device to a destination device; 

receiving the electronic mail message with the added authorization indicator and 
indication of the address of the source device sending the electronic mail message from the 
sotirce device at an intermediate mail agent for the destination device; and 
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handling receipt of said electronic mail message at the intermediate mail agent for 
the destination device, including comparing the indication of the address of the source device 
sending the electronic mail message included in the received electronic mail message against the 
address of the source device sending said request for authorization ftefift included in the 
authorization indicator received in the electronic mail message. 

2.-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The unsolicited e-mail Internet protocol source 
address verification and tracking method of claim 1 wherein said authorization indicator is a 
unique bit string and further identifies an address of the e mail e-mail authorization system. 

7. (Previously Presented) The unsohcited e-mail Internet protocol source 
address verification and tracking method of claim 1 further comprising tracking the address of 
the source device with the e-mail authorization system. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The unsohcited e-mail Internet protocol source 
address verification and tracking method of claim 6 wherein generating the authorization 
indicator comprises: 

extracting a request source address from said request; 

generating a key uniquely identifying the source device and based on the address 
of the source device indicated in the request; and 

utilizing said request source address as a destination address in a header file of a 
retum package including authorization indictor information. 

10. -20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a destination device; 



Page 3 of 11 



Appl.No. 10/698,813 

Amdt. dated April 9, 2012 

Reply to Office Action of December 9, 201 1 



PATENT 



a source device communicatively coupled with the destination device; 

an e-mail authorization system communicatively coupled with the source device, 

wherein the source device: 

sends to the e-mail authorization system a request for authorization 
to send an electronic mail message to the destination device, 
wherein the e-mail authorization system: 

receives from the source device the request for authorization to 
send the electronic mail message, 

generates an authorization indicator that indicat e s includes the 
address of the source of the request for authorization, and 

sends the authorization indicator to the address of the source 
device after authorization, 
and wherein the source device: 

receives from the e-mail authorization system the authorization 

indication, 

adds the received authorization indicato r with the included address 
of the source of the request to the elecfronic mail message, and 

sends the elecfronic mail message with the added authorization 
indicator to the destination device; and 

an intermediate mail system for the destination device, wherein the intermediate 

mail system: 

receives the electronic mail message with the added authorization 
indicator and indication of the address of the source device from the source device, 

compares the indication of the address of the source device included in 
sending the received elecfronic mail message against the address of the source device 
sending said request for authorization from included in the authorization indicator 
received in the elecfronic mail message, and 

delivers the electronic mail message to the destination device if the 
indication of t he address of the source device included in sending the received electronic 
mail message matches the address of the source device sending said request for 
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authorization fteffi included in the authorization indicator received in the electronic mail 
message. 

22.-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein said 
authorization indicator is a unique bit string and further identifies the email authorization system. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the e-mail 
authorization system is further adapted to track the address of the source device. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently Amended) A method for verifying and tracking unsolicited e- 
mail sources, the method comprising: 

receiving at an e-mail authorization system from a source device a request for 
authorization to send an electronic mail message, the request identifying an address of the source 
of the request; 

authorizing the request with the e-mail authorization system including generating 
an authorization indicator that includes the address of the source of the request; 

sending a response to the request for authorization from the e-mail authorization 
system to the address of the source of the request, wherein the response to said request for 
authorization includes the authorization indicator; 

receiving an electronic mail message from the source device to a destination 
device at an intermediate mail agent for the destination device, the electronic mail message 
including the authorization indicator and indication of an address of the source device sending 
the electronic mail message ; 

comparing by the intermediate mail agent for the destination device the indication 
of the address of the source device sending the electronic mail message included in the received 
electronic mail message against the address of the source of the request from for authorization 
included in the authorization indicator received in the electronic mail message; and 
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delivering the electronic mail message from the intermediate mail agent for the 
destination device to the destination device if the indication of the address of the source device 
sending the electronic mail message included in the received elecfronic mail message matches 
the address of the source of the request from for authorization included in the authorization 
indicator received in the elecfronic mail message. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

an e-mail authorization system, wherein the e-mail authorization system receives 
from a source device a request for authorization to send an electronic mail message, the request 
identifying an address of the source of the request, authorizes the request, generates an 
authorization indicator that includes the address of the source of the request, and sends a 
response to the request for authorization to the address of the source of the request, wherein the 
response to said request for authorization includes the authorization indicato r with the included 
address of the source of the request : and 

an e-mail server for a destination device, wherein the e-mail server receives an 
elecfronic mail message from the source device to the destination device, the electronic mail 
message including the authorization indicator and indication of an address of the source device 
from which the elecfronic mail message is received , compares the indication of the address of the 
source devic e from which the elecfronic mail message is received included in the received 
elecfronic mail message against the address of the source of the request from for authorization 
included in the authorization indicator received in the elecfronic mail message, and delivers the 
elecfronic mail message to the destination device if the indication of the address of the source 
device from which the electronic mail message is received included in the received elecfronic 
mail message matches the address of the source of the request from for authorization included in 
the authorization indicator received in the elecfronic mail message. 
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